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Dedication  

 

People who help avoid  extinction  

and  

help build, achieve and sustain  

a surviving and thriving future for all forever.  
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Prelude ð black box  

In the past, Shepherd and black box came to Earth. *  The mission 

was to build a better, thriving future for Earth and all its creatures. 

Shepherd had friends  Taj and Jason  committed to and helping achieve 

the mission. They faced many cha llenges.  
 

After many struggles, many commitments were made by Earthõs 

most capable species, humans. Some progress was made via a global  

Thrive! Endeavor. *   
 

But  no longer. N ow Earth is on path to early extinction. Earth and 

all its creatures face early extinction.  
 

Humans are  the  primary cause. Earthõs humans are behaving 

badly.  Humans are failing badly.  
 

Even worse, humans are now an emerging  threat to other worlds. 

Humans are reaching further beyond Earth . They desire  colonizing 

another planet like Ma rs.  
 

Because of bad human behavior, Earth must now face universal 

justice.  
 

But what  will be  universal justice for  Earth? May be extinction for 

part or all of Earth . May be extinction only for Earthõs offending species, 

humans.  
 

The end or not the end?  
 

____________________________ 

* As told in  science fiction novels black box  and The Thrive! Endeavor  available @ 

GChris.com  and  Amazon.com  
  

http://www.gchris.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
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Prologue ð The Decider  

Far , Far  From Earth (150 Years After Day of Choice .). 
 

Far, far away from Earth, Shepherd and Xtinct , black boxes at 

their sides , appear before the òDecideró.*  The Decider is the powerful 

being who decides whether to apply universal justice to any world . Apply 

it  to a species that threatens  its own planet and all its other creatures . 

To a species that threatens  other worlds.  
 

Earth and its human  species face judgment. It is b ad when a 

worldõs most capable species behaves badly and threaten s its own planet, 

including the planetõs other creatures. Worse when a worldõs most 

capable species threaten s other worlds.  
 

Earthõs humans are its  most capable species. Earthõs humans are 

engaged in both dest ructive behaviors.  
 

The Decider speaks with great authority  and sadness, òShepherd, 

you helped Earthõs human species for a long time. For 100 years, they 

were on the thriving path. But then, s adly, they fell off that path.ó 
 

òSelfishness and shortsightedness again took hold. They are now  on 

the path to early extinction.ó 
 

òEven worse, they are now a threat to other planets as their space 

exploration takes them off -planet and potentially to other planets.ó 
 

__________ 
* Natural color for Xtinct  and Shepherd is vibrant green surrounded by bright  aura.  
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Turning from green to yellow , a sign of sadness, Shepherd 

responds, òDecider, you are correct. It makes me terribly sad.  The human 

species has great potential but is a great disappointment. ó 

 

òEven with my efforts and  my friendsõ continuing efforts with  their  

black box, positive change lasted only a century .ó  

 

òExtinction, sooner rather than later, is again their fate. Is due to 

their bad behavior. Is due to their failure. ó 

  

The Decider prono unces, òThen, i t is with mixed feelings, that I 

must decide Earthõs fate. My  preliminary  decision is ôearly extinction õ, 

but only for the human species. ó 

 

òFor Earth itself and all its non-human  creatures , my decision is for 

them to survive near term and thrive long term. ó 

 

òLet me be clear,ó warned the Decider. òA mistake was made a 

very, very long time ago . When humans were allowed to have dominion.ó 

 

òNo world should have one species with dominion over its planet 

and all other creatures . No species should threaten  dominion over  

another world. ó 
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The Decider turns to and directs  Xtinct, òYour mission is to go to 

Earth and apply final justice . Universal justice provides the general rule,  

but particular justice, the final judgment,  for Earth will be by you.ó 

 

òYou will assess the particular situation for Earth and its human 

species. Then you will apply  particular justice  to Earthõs particular 

situation. ó 

 

òIf, in your judgment, particular justice means human extinction, 

you have the authority  and power  to execute human extinction.  Decide 

wisely.ó 

 

Xtinct, changing from green to black , the color for judgment, 

respectfully responds, òI shall do my very best to judge fairly and wisely. 

I recognize what is at stake for Earth and other planets.ó 

 

Speaking to both, the Decider makes it clear, òXtinct, with  black 

box, has the power for extinction  of a species or a world,  if that is the 

final judgment. ó 

 

òBut,ó the Decider turns  again  to Shepherd  and offers some hope. 

òThere is still a last chance for the human species. You , your friends  and 

your black box es may give them that chance.ó 

 

òBoth of you go now. You both have works to do and decisions to 

make. Again, decide wisely. ó 

 

Xtinct departs for  Earth to decide how to apply particular justice  

and if  to apply early extinction .  

 

Shepherd departs for  Earth to give the human species their last 

chance, i f humans show they deserve it . 
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Chapter 1. Arrival  

Near Earth ( Day 1. 150 Years After Day of Choice.).  

 

Xtinct arrives at  Earth  very quietly and barely visible .*  
 

Covertly, Xtinct  assesses what should be particular justice and the 

final judgment  for Earth . Slowly moving  back and forth  across Earth , 

Xtinct observes  human behavior and its impact on Earth and all its 

creatures.  
 

Omin ously, Xtinct has black box, a sphere  with no markings. **  The 

final judgment  will be made by Xtinct. If early extinction, t he extinction 

instrument will be black box.  
 

What Xtinct sees is bad.  Very bad.  Overpopulation. Poverty. 

Hunger. Homelessness. Pollution. Crime. Deteriorating climate. 

Vulnerable humans. Vulnerable non -human creatures. Vulnerable 

Earth.  
 

Outraged, Xtinct thinks , òWhy? Why are humans so selfish and 

shortsighted? Why so destructive?  Why do they waste their potential?ó 
 

òThey could all thrive forever .ó  
 

òThey may end with nothing.ó 
 

__________ 
* Both Xtinct and Shepherd have the power to make themselves partially or totally 

invisible.  

** In earlier science fiction novels black box  and The Thrive! Endeavor , black box 

is rectangular with a screen and keyboard. This black box is a sphere with no screen 

or keyboard and is much more powerful.  
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Chapter 2. Back In Time  

Earth (25 Years After Day of Choice.).  
 

Using black box, Shepherd jumps back in time 125 years,  arrives 

on Earth , and connects with  friends Taj and Jason . 
 

But they do not recognize Shepherd  who is not  in human form. 

Shepherdõs true form is more a green oval, surrounded by a bright aura.  
 

òHello Taj. Hello Jason. Itõs Shepherd.  And yes, I appear a bit 

different from how you last saw me.ó  
 

Jason, in shock, says, òOh yes. A bit different to say the least.ó 
 

Taj expresses great surprise, òWhat are you doing here? And why 

now? You implied we might never see you again.ó 
 

 òVery, very bad  news,ó announces Shepherd. òLet me explain.ó 
 

òFor many reasons, I never told you about  a great power in the 

universe, called the Deciderõó, explains Shepherd. òThe Decider oversees 

universa l justice for  the universe and  worlds like Earth.  I  serve with the 

Decider. My unique mission is  to help worlds thrive.ó 
 

òOne hundred twenty -five years from now, Earth is again in 

trouble. Earth is being judged. T he Decider is applying  universal justice 

to Earth. To Earthõs increasingly destructive human species. The 

preliminary decision is early extinc tion for Earthõs human species.ó 
 

 òTragically, the human species is failing  itself  in the future . Great 

potential. But, a great failure.ó 
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òWhat happened?ó cries Taj. òNow, 25 years after Day of Choice, w e 

are on the thriving path. You even indicated that 75 years from now, we 

would still be  on the  thriving  path. What happened?ó 

 

Shepherd replies, òEarth was thriving for 100  years. But a bout 75 

years from now, new selfish, shor tsighted leaders take hold. Human 

selfishness and shortsightedness take hold. Human species loses its 

way.ó 

 

òOne hundred twenty-five years from now, Earth is no longer 

thriving. Not even surviving. Earth is on the path to early extinction.ó 

 

 Jason tr ies to counter, òEven if we agree the human species will be 

a failure in the future , wonõt you give them  more time . More time  to 

resume the  path to a better future. A surviving and thriving future.ó 

 

A frustrated Shepherd answers, òI hoped humans would be bet ter. I 

hoped for more time, but time has run out . One hundred fifty years after 

Day of Choice, Earthõs human species again have Earth on an earl y path 

to extinction. Too much selfish and short -sighted behavior.ó 

 

òIs there anything we can do?ó pleaded Taj , asking  for mercy. Canõt 

we give them  another chance? Canõt we help them?ó 

 

òYes, we can help.ó offered Shepherd. òBut the window for another 

chance is very small. The chance for success is very small. Earth and its 

non-human species are on a far too  quick  path to early extinction.ó 

 

 òCome with me to the future  now. òI need your help. Future Earth 

desperately needs your and your black boxõs help.ó 

 

Shepherd activates black box . They disappear.  
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Chapter 3. Notice Served  

Earth ( Day 2, 150 Years After Day of Choice.).  

 

Shepherd, Jason and Taj re-appear on current day Earth , 150 years 

after Day of Choice . 
 

òXtinct is already here ó, warned Shepherd, sensing Xtinctõs 

presence. òCovertly. Quietly. B ut here.ó 
 

òAlready, Xtinctõs assessment of Earth  begins. Already, Earthõs 

human species are being judged.ó 
 

òThough quiet for the moment, that will end shortly. Xtinct is 

extremely intelligent , caring and thorough . But doesnõt waste time. And 

doesnõt tolerate selfish, shortsighted  fools.ó 
 

Jason interje cts, òGot it. Humans are  in big trouble! Weõre here. 

What do we do?ó 
 

Shepherd responds with urgency, òWe must immediately connect 

with Earthõs key people. Some are descendants of colleagues of 150 years 

ago. Chris  and Faithõs descendant Chris is one. She once led the Thrive! 

Endeavor. I s now United Nationõs Secretary General.ó 
 

òShe can help us quickly connect with todayõ key decisionmakers 

and influencers ? 
 

So much to do and so little time ,ó Taj interjects  with urgency. òGood 

we have our old black box to  partner with your new one.  You really need 

to tell us about your very different black box.ó 
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Earth ( Day 3, 150 Years After Day of Choice.).  

 

Xtinct has decided.  

 

Serving  notice, Xtinct goes public . Across all Earth. Using black 

box, all Earth communications are interrupted . 

 

 Using the òvoiceó of every language and  communication method, 

Xtinct proclaims, òSuch a disappointing species  you are. You humans no 

longer deserve Earth and all the non -human  creatures on Earth. ó 

 

òYou are causing your ow n extinction. ó 

 

òAnd as if  destroying Earth, your home planet,  is not enough,  you 

have the arrogance  to want to expand to other planets. An unacceptable 

threat to their existence.ó  

 

Then the ominous warning, òOn behalf of the Decider, overseer of 

universa l justice for the universe, I am here to make final judgment  of 

Earth .ó 

 

òAlready you humans have been judged to be a threat to Earth and 

all its non-human  creatures . Further, y ou have been judged to be a 

threat to other planets. ó 

 

òThat must stop  immediately  if you are to avoid the final judgment 

ð early human extinction.  Your choice. This  may be your final choice. ó 

 

òOnly you can prevent extinction.ó 

 

òBut, f or the moment, I do nothing. Do not expedite extinction. Do 

not help avoid extinction. Only observe.ó 

 

Then silence.  
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Chapter 4. Negative Response  

Earth ( Day 3+. 150 Years After Day of Choice.).  
 

For two weeks, humansõ leaders across Earth react  very negatively 

to Xtinctõs ultimatum. òWe will not be dictated to!ó, òEarth is ours to do 

with as we wish!ó òHumans have dominion over the Earth and all its 

creatures!ó 
 

Counter voices are also heard. òEarth is our home. We must care 

for it and all its creatures.ó òWe must listen. We must change or lose it 

all.ó  òWe must build and sustain a t hriving future for Earth and all its 

creatures.ó 
 

But  the voices of reason and caring are not as loud . Not as strong . 

Not  changing the destructive path to the future.  
 

Too many human  leaders and too many human  followers  continue 

being selfish and shortsigh ted. Continue doing what they have been 

doing. Continue the path to extinction for them selves, for Earth and  for  

all other creatures.  
 

Chris sits alone in her United Nations office. She is very sad. For 

the last decade, she has felt very alone. She feels s ad for her ancestors, 

Chris  and Faith .  
 

They were  truly  enlightened , caring  people. Working with 

Shepherd, Taj and Jason to change the future. To help build a thriving 

future. A thriving future that began to unravel 25 years ago.  
 

She sees Earthõs future grow darker and darker.  
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Chapter 5. Sadness  And Challenge  

Above Earth ( Day 14. 150 Years After Day of Choice.).  

 

Several days pass. Again, Xtinct looks  down at Earth. Great 

sadness.  
 

òI see the path Earth is on. I see no hope Earthõs humans will 

change that path . So very destructive. So  very  sad.ó 
 

òWithout positive change  by humans , early extinction is the ir  

future . The same for Earth and all other creatures. ó 
 

Once more, Xtinct interrupts all Earth communications.  
 

òAll Earthõs humans, listen very, very carefullyó, Xtinct begins his 

dire message and challenge. òYou have one last chance to change your 

behavior. To stop destroying Earth. To build a thriving future for Earth 

and all its creatures.ó 
 

òYou have 30 days to change. A very tight timetable. But you have 

had centuries to do the right thing.ó 
 

òIf you make the necessary positive change , I will not initiate the 

extinction protocol. If  you do not  change, I will. ó 
 

òHumans would  go extinct within months . But , Earth and its non -

human  creatures will survive  and begin to thrive  again.ó 
 

òYour choice. Choose quickly . Choose wisely.ó 
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Chapter 6. Shepherd  

Earth ( Day 14. 150 Years After Day of Choice.).  

 

Since coming to Earth in this time, Taj and Jason  wait and observe.  

They share the great  sadness expressed by Xtinct  and Shepherd . 

 

Jason, tears in his eyes , bemoans, òWhy is this happening? Why are 

humans so selfish and shortsighted? Canõt they see and understand that 

they  are on the path to early extinction?ó 

 

òIõm just angry,ó shouts Taj , pounding on the table . òThink of al l 

that all of us did for decades to avoid this catastrophe. Over the past two 

decades, self-centered greed regained its foothold. ó  

 

òAre current humans  destined to be the last humans on Earth? ó 

 

òAnd where is S hepherd? No contact for over a week!ó 

 

As if her  question  was heard , Shepherd reappears  and responds, òI 

had to give Xtinct time to see if threats would change human behavior. 

They didnõt.ó 

 

òXtinct has run out of patience.ó 

 

òHumans have run out of time.ó 

 

 òIt is now up to us. We must try one more time to get humans to 

change.ó 
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Interrupting all Earth communications,  Shepherd reaches out to 

humans  using all voices and communication channels , òThis is not the 

first time  that  you humans have pursued a destructive path. Not the 

first time, you humans had the chance to change your behavior . To 

change the future from bad to good.ó 

 

òThis time is different. This is the last time. This is humans last 

chance to avoid extinction.ó 

 

òLike we did 150 years ago, my friends and I  will help you avoid 

extinction . But only if you all  commit to changing your behavior  

immediately .ó 

 

òYour choice. Choose wisely. We await your decision. ó  

 

Shepherd closes communication and turns back to Taj and Jason .  

 

Taj and Jason note that Shepherd has the new  black box. It is the 

same unmarked  sphere as Xtinct õs. Taj and Jason have their original  

rectangular  black box.  

 

òTime to partner with Chris,ó advises Shepherd. òI think she may 

be their only hope. The only  person who might lead humans away from 

extinction and toward a thriving future.ó 

 

òWe agree,ó declares Taj, nodding her head. òI already approached 

her informally. I didnõt tell her who I was or from what time I came.ó 

 

òI think she is ready. I know she is worried and frustrated. I know 

she desperately wants and needs our help.ó 
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